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Students explore the life cycle of native seabirds on a life- size game board! 

 
Important School Wide Announcements and Dates 

Thank you so much! 
You can CONTINUE TO donate on-line at www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate 
or by cash/check in the main office. Every single donation is appreciated. So, 
please consider giving an amount appropriate to your family. D.O.G. (Day Of 
Giving) calls are scheduled for October 28. Try to get your donation in before 
then! And I hear the new blue bumper stickers are on their way sometime next 
week. Thank you so much for your support! 

 

 
 
 



Room 6 Headlines 
 

Please Return!!! 
• Sausalito Art Festival Foundation Artists Teaching Art 
Media Release Form and Permission to Publish 
 
Our artist Elise and all of the teachers have been documenting the amazing work 
students have been creating as they transform recycled clothing and materials into 
remarkable animal adaptations and costumes! We are very sensitive to the fact that 
there are some families that do not want their children's images published, ATA 
needs to be aware of this prior to publication. We are sending home media release 
forms in both Spanish and English. Please have them signed and completed as soon 
as possible.  
 

Secret Friend Holiday Gift Exchange 
December 2016 

 
On Monday when we return from vacation, your child will bring home the name of 
their “SECRET SISKINITE FRIEND. Each student will pick a name out of a hat and 
think of something creative to make at HOME for that student.  Last year, most 
students chose to make games from objects found in nature. he game included 
written directions how to play the game. This year, I thought it would be fun to include 
baked goods and other crafts since we have so many young chefs and artists in the 
class. The exchange of wrapped gifts will take place on Friday 12/18, If your child is 
going to be out of town, their gift will be given to them when we return from vacation.  
 

Hanukkah Story and Party 
December 12 

 
Holiday Breakfast 

December 16 
A Gift From the Hens!  
Siskinites will celebrate the holidays with a special breakfast, Friday, December 16 at 
9:00 AM. 
 

Holiday Cookie Swap 
December 16 

 
What’s your favorite holiday cookie? We’d love for you and your child to share it with 
their classmates at our first annual cookie exchange on Friday, December 16. We will 
have 23 kids participating so each should get a delicious variety to take home for their 
families.  



Math	Update!	
 

Third graders are building an understanding of the base-ten number system to 1,000 by studying the 
structure of 1,000 and using a base-ten context to represent the place value of two-digit and three-digit 
numbers. Students identify the hundreds digit as representing how many 100s are in the number, the 
tens digit as representing how many 10s, and the ones digit as representing how many 1s. They also 
break numbers into 100s, 10s, and 1s in different ways: 

 
137 = 1 hundred, 3 tens, and 7 ones 137 = 1 hundred, 2 tens, and 17 ones 137 = 13 tens and 
7 ones 
137 = 12 tens and 17 ones 
137 = 11 tens and 27 ones 
 

Students are focusing on addition and subtraction this month. Students have been solving addition and 
subtraction problems with two-digit and three-digit numbers, developing computation strategies that 
are built on adding and subtracting multiples of 10 and finding combinations that add to 100. Addition 
strategies include breaking the numbers apart and then either adding by place or adding on one 
number in parts. They also examine problems that lend themselves to changing the numbers in order 
to make them easier to add. Subtraction strategies include subtracting a number in parts, adding up, 
and subtracting back. 
 

Addition	Strategies 
	
Adding	by	Place	349	+	175	= 
300 + 100 = 400 40 + 70 = 110 
9 + 5 = 14 400 + 110 + 14 = 524 
	
Adding	on	number	on	in	parts	349	+	175	= 
349 + 100 = 449 449 + 50 = 499 499 + 25 = 524 
	
Changing	the	numbers	349	+	175	= 
350 + 175 = 525 525 – 1 = 524 

	
Subtraction	Strategies 
	
Subtracting	in	parts	451	–	187	= 
451 – 100 = 351 351 – 80 = 271 
271 – 7 = 264 
  

Fourth graders are extending their knowledge of the base-ten number system too, working with 
numbers up to 10,000. Their work focuses on understanding the structure of 10,000 and how numbers 
are related within that structure, recognizing the place value of digits in large numbers, and using 
place value to determine the magnitude of numbers. By discussing, refining and comparing their 
strategies for adding and subtracting 3- and 4-digit numbers, including studying the U.S. algorithm for 
addition and subtraction, students continue expanding their understanding of addition and subtraction. 



Their strategies should involve good mental arithmetic, estimation, clear and concise notation, and a 
sound understanding of number relationships. By identifying and naming addition and subtraction 
strategies that they are using, students are adding to the repertoire of strategies they can use for 
flexible and fluent computation. Further, they consider how and why certain methods work. For 
example, some students change one or both numbers in an addition or subtraction expression to create 
an easier problem, then compensate as needed for that change. In this unit, students study why	certain 
addition expressions are equivalent (e.g., 457 + 198 = 455 + 200) and how	certain expressions in 
subtraction are related (e.g., 782 – 590 and 782 – 600).  
 

782 – 590 = _____ 782 – 600 = 182 182 + 10 = 192 
To help them make good decisions about strategies for subtraction and continue to develop their 
understanding of how subtraction operates, students use visual representations, such as number lines 
and 100 Charts, and story contexts that include several types of subtraction situations—removal (or 
take away), comparison, and missing parts. Students focus particularly on missing part problems in the 
context of distance: Some students visualize a problem like this one as adding up from the distance 
traveled to the total  distance, while others visualize subtracting the distance traveled from the total 
distance. This provides another opportunity for students to consider the relationship between addition 
and subtraction. 

319 + ____ = 631 631 – 319 = ____ 
The Algebra Connections page in the curriculum unit that focuses on addition and subtraction shows 
how students are applying the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction as they solve 
problems. It also highlights the algebraic ideas that underlie the generalizations students investigate 
and articulate when they create equivalent expressions in order to solve a problem (e.g., 124 – 89 = 
125 – 90). 

 
Field trips and special school and classroom events 

 
November Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

Tuesday 
11/29/16 

8:30-12:20 Poets in the 
Gallery 
Place of Legion 

Carpool Devorah Major, poet and 
teacher, and other Bay Area 
poets will lead students 
through two 90-minute 
sessions at the de Young and 
the Legion of Honor. Students 
will participate in a variety of 
writing exercises designed to 
raise their awareness of the 
art objects they are viewing 
and to sharpen their ability to 
use language effectively to 
interpret what they are seeing 
and experiencing around 
them. 

December     



Friday  
12/2/16 

8:30-1:30 Excavate 
History 
Presidio Trust  
Officer Club 

Carpool Excavate History(4th grade) 
focuses on the Spanish 
colonial era and teaches 
students how archaeology can 
help us discover more about 
the people who once lived at 
El Presidio de San Francisco. 
Through a series of four 
hands-on activities, students 
investigate how the arrival of 
the Spanish colonists changed 
both the natural and cultural 
landscape of San Francisco. 
In small groups, students 
rotate through four activities: 
 
Mapping El Presidio -  
 
Students navigate through a 
life-sized map of El Presidio, 
locate three archaeological 
sites, and analyze an 
assemblage of replica 
artifacts. 
Cataloging an Artifact - 
Students analyze a real 
ceramic artifact from the Lab’s 
collections and interpret its 
past function. 
 
Hiking the Ecology Trail - 
Students uncover what the 
landscape of the Presidio 
once looked like and imagine 
living here at the time of 
colonization. 
 
Making Adobe Bricks - 
Students learn how to make 
adobe bricks and compare 
them to the adobe wall in the 
Mesa Room. 
 

Tuesday  
12/6/16 

8:30-12:20 Poets in the 
Gallery 
Place of Legion 

Carpool Bay Area poets will lead 
students through two 90-
minute sessions at the de 
Young and the Legion of 
Honor. Students will 
participate in a variety of 



writing exercises designed to 
raise their awareness of the 
art objects they are viewing 
and to sharpen their ability to 
use language effectively to 
interpret what they are seeing 
and experiencing around 
them. 

 
     

Homework Assignments 
             • Is assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
            • Have your child choose an online math option at least three times a week!  
 

Mandatory Homework 
 •Please remind your child put their name on their work 

•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
•Responses to Scholastic News activities 
•Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity 
and content 

 
 

Family Project:  Practice “facts I still need to know” array cards! “ My Distance Journal.” 

Cursive: letter: r 

Reading log and discussion questions: Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three 
discussion questions to answer. Fourth graders: Choose at least two discussion 
questions to write and record in your “homework” Reading log 

Scholastic News:  Read Scholastic News and worksheet 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW:  TERC worksheet pages; Capture 5, Close to 100 (3rd 
grade), Close to 1,000 (4th grade) 

 
Optional Assignments 

Spelling:  Spelling BEE words: prefixes (coming soon!) 
Spelling City  
https://www.spellingcity.com/ 

Math: Prodigy 
https://prodigygame.com/Play/ 
XtraMath 
https://xtramath.org 
Khan Academy  
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 



TERC Investigation  
https://www.pearsonrealize.com  
username: student google address 
Password:third12345 OR  fourth12345 
Go to class 
Go to assignments 
Or Explore! 

Reading K-3rd 
grade:  
 
 

Bookflix 
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th 
grade:  
 
 

Trueflix 
http://trueflix.scholastic.com    
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Keyboard skills:  
 

Dance Mat Typing  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 

 
 

MATH WORKSHOP 
 

 
 



  
Assessments, games, and measuring the “actual” size of prehistoric animals! 

 
What are students doing and learning? 

•Morning Math and Number Talks  
•3rd-Building 1,000; using knowledge of place value to add, subtract, and round numbers 
through 100; using multiple strategies to estimate, solve, and check for accuracy; 
expanded notation 
•4th- using knowledge of place value to add, subtract, and round numbers through 
10,000; using multiple strategies to estimate, solve, and check for accuracy, expanded 
notation 
 
 

   WRITER’S WORKSHOP 

 
 

                                      Writers are so impressed with their work! 
 

What are students doing and learning?  
•Creating a Storyteller’s Voice; using show, not tell  
• Taking a closer look at work using a checklist  
• Drafting small moment stories about objects 
•Third graders work on their “Day in the Life” of a Miwok living in Liwanelowa 
narratives. 



•Narrative writing: writing stories based on our field trips 
• Nonfiction note-taking strategies 
•Word choice: using proper nouns and adjectives to add details (including factual information) 
that enhance, extend, and clarify thoughts, ideas, and feelings communicated through writing 
•Hyaku: focus on syllabication, stretching vocabulary by using specific nouns, adjectives, and 
verbs 

 
                                                      READER’S WORKSHOP 

  

 
 

Students read and respond to literature in book clubs and with partners! 
 
 

What are students doing and learning? 
• Nonfiction Reading Strategies 
• California Weekly (4th grade): The First Californians 
• “Day in the Life” of a Miwok living in Liwanelowa narratives 
• Reading Willows Book Club Meetings 
• Traditional Pourquoi and How and Why Stories  
•  Island of the Blue Dolphins Novel Study 



• Continuation stories 
• Reading and recording important details  
• Narrative story elements: literary analysis 

SCIENCE 
 

  

 
 

 

 

Sneak preview of Wildstyle!  Students returned from nutrition with blue tongues! UGH! 



 
 

What are students doing and learning? 
• Adaptive internal and external structures of plants and animals and their functions 
• Life cycle of birds 
• Internal and external structures of plants 
• Biomimicry 
• Human Brain and learning 
• Inherited traits and human selection 

 
FARM TO TABLE WITH BARBARA 

What are students doing and learning? 
 

 

 
 

 
Sunflower Sentry Garden 

This week’s morning farmers grabbed their shovels and began clearing the planting 
beds of dying tomato bushes, flowers, herbs, greens and debris. Soon we’ll top off 
all of the prepared beds with new soil and plant several hundred daffodil and tulip 
bulbs for spring. 
 
As soon as the farmers completed their chores each morning they headed to the 
chicken coop to cuddle and play with their hens before returning to the classroom 
for a day of focused academics. This makes an amazing difference in their daily 
lives and those of the chickens. 
 

Six Well Fed Hens 
Our very healthy hens eat a diet of organic feed, scratch, greens and lunch scraps 
from the Conscious Kitchen. That said, a big shout-out goes to Amani and Sophie 
who joyfully bring a bucket of scraps from the chef to the garden every day of the 
week. The hens go crazy when they get apples, pears, carrot shavings, lettuce and 



other yummy things to feast on. 
 
Starlight our black and white hen has discovered where the scraps are kept and 
goes head first into the container to get the best bits. She is a very happy, healthy 
hen thanks to Amaani and Sophie. 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
Miwok Projects! 

 
What are students doing and learning? 

•Miwok Geocache Projects 
•California Dreamers explore the First Californians in their “expert” regions 
 

The Driving Question: 
How can we as archaeologists, use evidence to answer mysteries about California and 
Sausalito’s past?  
Young archaeologists will spend the fall digging for clues about the past through 
experiential learning on field trips, while reading books back in class, by analyzing 
primary sources such as letters, journals, paintings, photographs etc. to learn more 
about the physical geography of California and Sausalito/Bay Region. Beneath that layer 
of understanding, like anthropologists they will uncover clues about the first 
Californians, Native Americans who lived in Sausalito and Marin and in the different 
regions of California. Third and fourth graders will compare and contrast their research 
to better help them understand that the environment in which a group of people live in 
influences what they make and do, the culture of a group of people. The final project will 
be the creation of “cultural” geocaches with archaeological catalogues. Student 
catalogues will describe each artifact in their geocache, the location it was found, 
material it was made from, and its cultural significance.  The fourth graders will create 
geocaches that depict Native Americans from different CA regions and third graders, 



different LIFEWAYS of the Coastal Miwok.  
 

 
LIFE SKILL TOOL OF THE MONTH  
What are students doing and learning?  

 
EMPATHY 

•Siskintes give and receive gratitude statements! 
 

 
SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE WEEK 

What will students be doing and learning? 
 

Math: TERC INVESTIGATIONS:  
Travel Stories and Collections: understanding and extending knowledge of place value 
through addition and subtraction to 1,000 
Large numbers and Landmarks:  addition and subtraction strategies including American 
Extending place value knowledge to 1,00,000;  
3rd and 4th grade:  
Writing:  A Storyteller’s Voice Shows and Does Not Tell: using a checklist of criteria to revise 
•Nouns: proper, common, pronoun, collective, abstract  
•Words Their Way: plural nouns that add es and s;  verbs and tenses 
Reading:  Reading Willows Book Clubs are every Tuesday!  Traditional “ How and Why” 
short stories; Island of the Blue Dolphins (4th); Nonfiction science trade books 
Social studies: Human and physical geography; First Californians: Miwok and California 
Expert Projects 
Science: native plants and animals, geology, inherited traits; internal and external adaptive 
structures of plants and animals, biomimicry 

 
 
 
  
 
 


